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that Americans are forced to confront 
day in and day out. 

President Obama has presided over 
the worst economic recovery since 
World War II. Growth is anemic, wages 
are stagnant for too many, poverty is 
up for too many, jobs are scarce for too 
many, and Americans are losing faith 
in the future. 

Somehow President Obama doesn’t 
seem to think any of this is his prob-
lem or a problem at all. The issue isn’t 
his policies or his refusal to work 
across the aisle on solutions. No, to 
him it is just a messaging problem. It 
is just that he was too busy to ‘‘take 
victory laps’’ or explain things prop-
erly. 

He believes ‘‘the U.S. economy is in 
much better shape than the public ap-
preciates.’’ As the magazine story I 
mentioned previously observes, in fact, 
he claims that ‘‘by almost every eco-
nomic measure, we are significantly 
better off.’’ 

Well, many in the middle class feel 
quite differently. Just don’t take my 
word for it. Here is what Bill Clinton 
thinks of the Obama administration 
economy. He said: ‘‘Millions and mil-
lions and millions and millions of peo-
ple look at that pretty picture of 
America he painted and they cannot 
find themselves in it to save their 
lives.’’ 

That is Bill Clinton on the Obama 
economy. Hard-working middle class 
families simply cannot find themselves 
in the picture this President has paint-
ed of the American economy. 

Median household incomes have 
shrunk under this President. Too many 
Americans have given up even looking 
for work altogether, after years of 
failed attempts. 

One survey found that more than half 
of Americans say that ‘‘the next gen-
eration will be worse off than them fi-
nancially.’’ 

The middle class has now shrunk to 
such an extent under President Obama 
that it no longer contains the majority 
of Americans. That is something none 
of us should take comfort in. 

I will read a quote from the Presi-
dent. I am not sure he intended it, but 
President Obama said something a few 
months ago that seemed to sum up his 
economic legacy. He said: ‘‘There was a 
time I think when upward mobility was 
the hallmark of America.’’ 

He is right. There was a time. There 
can be a time again. 

We don’t have to accept the Obama 
economy as the new normal in our 
country. Democrats may want middle- 
class families to keep their gaze down 
and their expectations tempered, but 
we have a right to expect more in this 
country. We have a right to believe in 
our future. It is clear we need a change 
to get America moving again. 

The Republican-led Senate will con-
tinue to look for and pass real solu-
tions that aim to get our economy 
back on track—solutions to help foster 
economic growth, solutions to help cre-
ate jobs and strengthen our workforce, 

and solutions to help America prosper 
once more. 

If President Obama wants to actually 
build an economic legacy for himself 
and not just try to spin Americans on 
one, then I invite him to finally join 
us. 

My Republican colleagues will have 
more to say on the economy this after-
noon. 

I thank my colleague Senator SUL-
LIVAN, who has been outspoken on this 
important matter. 

I also thank Senator COATS for his 
work to strengthen our economic poli-
cies as chairman of the Joint Economic 
Committee, as well as a member of the 
Finance Committee. 

These Senators know the costly toll 
the Obama economy has had on people 
in their home States, and they are 
working to address it. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

COMMENDING BRAD HATCHER 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, Brad 
Hatcher, who is serving as my legisla-
tive fellow for defense issues this year, 
has done a terrific job. We are so fortu-
nate to have the military we do have, 
and he exemplifies that. 

f 

THE ECONOMY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is inter-
esting to hear my friend fictionalize 
what is going on in the world economy 
and in our American economy espe-
cially. 

We all know that when President 
Obama took office—the month after he 
was elected in November, 8 years ago— 
the economy lost 800,000 jobs. It was 
not 1 month. That continued. When 
President Bush took over the economy, 
we had a surplus of $10 trillion over 10 
years—a surplus. 

My friend the Presiding Officer and, 
frankly, his good father have talked 
about money that was spent by this 
country that shouldn’t have been. 

However, when Bush took office, we 
had a surplus. We had a balanced budg-
et under Bill Clinton—a balanced budg-
et. We didn’t need to legislate it. It 
happened. Of course, with his leader-
ship and the Deficit Reduction Act 
that we passed, it worked out very 
well. 

But that was all wiped out by the 
spending of the Bush administration. It 
was 8 years of 2 wars unpaid for and 
trillions of dollars—not hundreds of 
billions but trillions of dollars—paid 
for with a credit card. Tax cuts were 
paid for with a credit card. 

What did that bring to us? The col-
lapse of Wall Street. 

President Obama went to work. It 
was difficult, but we passed the Amer-
ican Recovery Act, or the stimulus, as 

it was known. But for that, who knows 
how difficult our situation would be. 

In Nevada, we had the experience of 
what happened when Wall Street col-
lapsed. We weren’t the only State. It 
happened all over this Nation. For my 
friend to talk about how great the 
economy was during the Bush years is 
simply fictional. 

Are things perfect now? Of course 
not. We have had no help in the Senate. 
We had very little help in the House. 
For 71⁄2 years, all Republicans have 
done is try to oppose—they didn’t try; 
they opposed—everything President 
Obama has attempted to do. We have 
been able to overcome some of that. 

Since Obama took office, the U.S. 
economy saw the longest stretch of pri-
vate sector growth in its history, and it 
is still ongoing. 

There were some complaints last 
month that only 160,000 jobs were cre-
ated. That was 160,000 compared to 
800,000 being lost during the Bush ad-
ministration. We need to do more. 
There is no question about that, but we 
need some help. 

Republicans are doing everything 
they can—and they have proven that in 
the last 71⁄2 years—to make it tough for 
President Obama. 

We have a lot of people who aren’t 
being paid enough. How about those 
people working on minimum wage and 
trying to survive? Yet Republicans 
refuse to help us raise that. 

How about paycheck fairness so that 
my daughter and my granddaughters 
are paid the same amount of money for 
the same work they do that a man 
does? 

Student debt is unbearable. I am see-
ing it now with my grandchildren. It is 
incredible. You are going to have to go 
borrow money. 

It is Republicans who stood in the 
way of recovery in so many different 
ways. So let’s talk about the real 
world—not a fictional world. 

f 

FILLING THE SUPREME COURT 
VACANCY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, last week, 
the senior Senator from Iowa con-
firmed what Democrats have said all 
along: Senate Republicans want Donald 
Trump to fill the Supreme Court va-
cancy. 

I am sorry to direct my attention to 
the Presiding Officer, but I can’t imag-
ine how the Presiding Officer must feel 
with Donald Trump being the leader of 
the Republican Party. I can’t imagine. 
I can’t imagine what your good father 
thinks of Donald Trump leading the 
Republican Party, but I can imagine, 
and I have a number of times. 

In an interview with the Des Moines 
Register, Iowa’s largest newspaper, 
Senator GRASSLEY said of Trump: 
‘‘Based upon the type of people [Donald 
Trump would] be looking for, I think I 
would expect the right type of people 
to be nominated by him to the Su-
preme Court.’’ 

That is fairly shocking, coming from 
a Senator who should know better. The 
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chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee trusts Donald Trump to pick 
‘‘the right type of people’’ for the Su-
preme Court. I can’t think of a worse 
idea than placing the power to pick the 
next Supreme Court Justice in the 
hands of an unhinged individual who 
derides women, who calls them dogs 
and pigs. Look at the front page of the 
New York Times, at how he and How-
ard Stern decided how they were going 
to treat women. Read it. It is demean-
ing to my wife, my daughter, and my 9 
or 10 granddaughters. I have them 
mixed up. There are 19. It is an uneven 
number, but they are close. I can’t 
think of a worse idea than placing the 
power to pick the next Supreme Court 
Justice in the hands of this unhinged 
individual. He calls Latinos rapists and 
murderers. 

This is the Supreme Court of the 
United States we are talking about— 
the Court that decided Marbury v. 
Madison and Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation, the anniversary of which is 
coming up next Tuesday. This is not 
Donald Trump’s reality show. This is 
the real world. This is no game. This is 
not a choice about whether Meatloaf or 
Gary Busey made a better art project; 
it is a choice about the future of Amer-
ica. The balance of the Supreme Court 
has real-life consequences for all of us. 

Rational people don’t want Donald 
Trump filling a Supreme Court va-
cancy. Iowans don’t. The American 
people don’t. But Senate Republicans 
obviously do, and Senator GRASSLEY 
does—or I should say he does now. Two 
weeks ago, before Donald Trump 
wrapped up the Republican nomination 
to my dismay, the senior Senator from 
Iowa sang a much different tune. Back 
then—all of 13 days ago—before Donald 
Trump was his standard bearer, Sen-
ator GRASSLEY said it would be a risk 
to let Trump pick a Supreme Court 
nominee. That was less than 2 weeks 
ago. This is what he said: ‘‘If Trump’s 
elected president, it probably is a little 
more unknown. . . . I would have to 
admit it’s a gamble.’’ It is a gamble, 
and it is not at a Las Vegas crap table 
or a slot machine. That it is a gamble 
is an understatement. 

Trump picking a Supreme Court 
nominee is a guaranteed recipe for dis-
aster. But now that Trump is the nomi-
nee, Republicans are marching in lock-
step with him on the Supreme Court 
vacancy. Republicans want to put the 
Supreme Court in the hands of an un-
balanced egomaniac. 

Senator GRASSLEY and his colleagues 
say they want the future of the highest 
Court to be determined by an anti- 
woman, anti-Latino, and anti-middle- 
class billionaire who demeans women 
every day. Yesterday GRASSLEY told a 
reporter that ‘‘there’s no problem with 
Trump appointing people to the Su-
preme Court.’’ But what had he said 2 
weeks earlier? That it is a gamble. 

Donald Trump wants to ban all Mus-
lims from even coming into our coun-
try. That is whom Republicans want 
picking the Justices to do the work of 

our judiciary system, deciding ques-
tions about civil liberties—somebody 
who says Muslims shouldn’t even come 
to this country. Trump encouraged 
supporters to physically assault pro-
testers. Here is what he said: ‘‘Knock 
the crap out of them.’’ That is whom 
the Republicans want to select Justices 
to interpret the law. It is insane that 
my Republican colleagues are willing 
to entrust such an important responsi-
bility to this egomaniac. 

Instead of relying on the whims of an 
unscrupulous real estate tycoon—who 
inherited his money, by the way—Sen-
ate Republicans should trust in the 
Senate’s time-honored process of con-
sidering Supreme Court nominees. Re-
publicans can start by reviewing Judge 
Garland’s nominee questionnaire, 
which the Senate got yesterday. After 
that, the Senate Judiciary Committee 
and Chairman GRASSLEY should do 
their job and hold a hearing. Then the 
Republican leader should bring 
Merrick Garland’s nomination to the 
floor for a vote. A hearing and a vote— 
that is what we need to have, and that 
is how we will get, in Senator GRASS-
LEY’s words, the right type of people on 
the Supreme Court. Meet with the 
man, hold hearings, and vote. 

This year the Republican Senate is 
on pace to work fewer days than any 
Senate in the past six decades—60-plus 
years. So in that we are not doing 
much anyway, couldn’t we just work in 
a little time to have a Supreme Court 
nominee? 

Senator GRASSLEY was right the first 
time. Letting Donald Trump pick a Su-
preme Court Justice is indeed a gam-
ble. It is a risk the American people 
can’t afford and shouldn’t afford. In-
stead of waiting for Donald Trump, Re-
publicans should just do their job and 
at least allow the Court to have a full 
complement of nine Justices. 

Mr. President, I see no one here on 
the floor, so I ask the Chair to an-
nounce the business of the day. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2028, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 2028) making appropriations 

for energy and water development and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Alexander/Feinstein amendment No. 3801, 

in the nature of a substitute. 
McConnell (for Cotton) amendment No. 

3878 (to amendment No. 3801), of a perfecting 
nature. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum, but I ask that 

the time be charged equally to both 
sides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BOOZMAN). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, in 
about 5 or 6 minutes, the Senate will 
proceed to the scheduled vote on the 
Cotton amendment on the Energy and 
Water appropriations bill. Actually, it 
will be cloture on the Cotton amend-
ment. Before that vote, I ask unani-
mous consent that I first be allowed to 
speak for a few minutes, and following 
me, Senator FEINSTEIN, and then we 
vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
will save most of my remarks for after 
the vote, but I wish to make two kinds 
of remarks. One is to give an update on 
the bill, where we are. The second re-
mark is to restate my reasons why I 
will not vote for cloture on the Cotton 
amendment. First, in terms of where 
we are, we have the Cotton amendment 
at 10:30. The Senator from California 
and I have agreed—and I think our 
staffs and the Republican and Demo-
cratic leaders have discussed it—that 
there could be a vote for Senator 
CARDIN and Senator FISCHER at 60 
votes, a voice vote on Senator FLAKE. 
That is it. Then we would have another 
cloture vote if we need it and a vote on 
final passage. 

In my view, and I believe in terms of 
Senator FEINSTEIN’s view, we ought to 
easily be able to finish the bill today. I 
think we should finish it today. I 
thank the Republican leader, Senator 
MCCONNELL, for starting the appropria-
tions process earlier this year than it 
ever has been started before. I thank 
the Democratic leader, Senator REID, 
for working with us through some dif-
ficult issues we had on this first bill 
that we didn’t expect and to make it 
possible for us to come to what looks 
like a prompt conclusion. 

This is an important bill. The Sen-
ators know that. We have had nearly 80 
Senators contribute parts of this bill. 
Some are very important to their 
States and this country. Whether it 
deepens the Mobile port or the west 
coast ports or rebuilds locks in Ken-
tucky, Ohio, and Tennessee or whether 
it properly funds the national labora-
tories across the country or moves 
ahead with our nuclear weapons pro-
gram, this is one of the most important 
appropriations bills that we have. 

Today we will have spent 2 weeks on 
it, not counting the week we had for 
recess. We will have processed 21 
amendments, if I go through the 
amendments I just described. If we suc-
ceed today in finishing the bill, it will 
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